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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT PAGE ONE ARTICLE BY FREDERIC A. 
MORITZ, THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 15, HEADED "U.S.-HANOI CONTACTS FREEZE UP.” 

2. PRESIDENT FORD'S DECISION TO VETO VIETNAM'S APPLICATION 
FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS THIS YEAR IS LIKELY 
TO: 


- GUARANTEE NO RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND VIETNAM UNTIL AFTER THE AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL ELEC- 
TIONS IN NOVEMBER. 

- PRODUCE A CONFRONTATION IN THE UN BETWEEN MANY 
"THIRD WORLD" COUNTRIES AND THE U.S., WHICH IS EXPECTED 
TO BE ACCUSED, AS THE SOVIET UNION ONCE WAS, OF USING 
THE VETO TO TRY TO UNFAIRLY IMPOSE ITS WILL. THE VAST 
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MAJORITY OF UN MEMBERS FAVOR HANOI'S PARTICIPATION IN 
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THE WORLD BODY. 

- SHIFT THE DEBATE FROM THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL TO 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, WHERE HANOTS SUPPORTERS CAN 

BE ESPECIALLY VOCAL. (THE SECURITY COUNCIL AGREED 
SEPT. 14. ON A FRENCH INITIATIVE, TO DEFER UNTIL NOVEMBER 
ITS CONSIDERATION OF VIETNAM'S APPLICATION.) 

- ENCOURAGE AMERICA S ANTI-COMMUNIST ALLIES IN ASIA, LIKE 
TAIWAN AND SOUTH KOREA, WHICH SEE CLOSER U.S. TIES WITH 
CHINA OR VIETNAM AS THREATENING TO THEMSELVES. 

- OPEN THE WAY FOR A VIGOROUS VIETNAMESE ANTI-AMERICA 
PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN NOW THAT HANOI APPEARS TO HAVE NO HOPE 
OF CHANGING AMERICAN POLICIES WHILE U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE 
HENRY A. KISSINGER IS IN OFFICE. 

- MAINTAIN A DIVERGENT APPROACH BETWEEN THE U.S. AND SOME 
MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS, SUCH 
AS MALAYSIA, THAILAND AND THE PHILIPPINES, WHICH HAVE BEEN 
EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES FOR BETTER RELATIONS WITH HANOI TO 
REDUCE TENSIONS IN THE REGION. 

3. THE U.S. IS EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO BLOCK VIETNAMESE 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE UN BECAUSE IT IS THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
(WHERE THE FIVE PERMANENT MEMBERS, INCLUDING WASHINGTON HAVE 
VETO POWERS) THAT DETERMINES QUESTIONS OF ADMISSION. LAST 
YEAR THE U.S. SUCCESSFULLY KEPT HANOI OUT EVEN THOUGH ALL 
OTHER SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS (EXCEPT COSTA RICA, WHICH 
ABSTAINED) VOTED FOR ADMISSION. 

4. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY VOTED 123-TO-O, WITH EIGHT ABSTEN- 
TIONS, TO ASK THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO RECONSIDER. BUT THE 
U.S. VOTE AGAIN KEPT HANOI OUT, ALTHOUGH BY THEN EVEN COSTA 
RICA HAD JOINED THOSE FAVORING ADMISSION. 

5. THE ANNOUNCEMENT SEPT. 14 BY U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE UN 
WILLIAM W. SCRANTON THAT THE U.S. AGAIN WOULD VETO MEMBER- 
SHIP FOR VIETNAM DASHED SPECULATION AMONG SOME EXPERTS THAT 
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PRESIDENT FORD MIGHT SEEK BETTER RELATIONS WITH HANOI BEFORE 
THE NOVEMBER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION AT LEAST IN PART TO 
DEMONSTRATE TO VOTERS HIS FOREIGN POLICY SKILLS. ONE 
SOURCE CLOSE TO THE VIETNAMESE SAYS HANOI MAY HAVE HOPED 
THAT ONCE RONALD REGAN'S ANTI-COMMUNIST CHALLENGE TO MR. 
FORD'S NOMINATION WAS DEFEATED, HIS ADMINISTRATION WOULD 
MOVE FASTER FOR COMPROMISE WITH VIETNAM. 
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6. IN A LENGTHY STATEMENT SEPT. 13 THE VIETNAM MINISTRY OF 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS ACCUSED THE U.S. OF ARROGANTLY BLOCKING 
PROGRESS ON THE ISSUES DIVIDING THE TWO COUNTRIES WHILE AT 
THE SAME TIME FALSELY BLAMING HANOI FOR THE IMPASSE. 

7. HANOI RELEASED INFORMATION SEPT. 6 AND 12 AMERICANS 
MISSING IN ACTION DURING THE VIETNAM WAR. BUT PRESIDENT 
FORD SAID SEPT. 7 THAT VIETNAM MUST PROVIDE A FULL ACCOUNT- 
ING ON OTHER U.S. SERVICEMEN BEFORE RELATIONS CAN BE NORMAL- 
IZED OR AMERICAN POSTWAR AID CONSIDERED. 

8. MONITOR CORRESPONDENT DAVID ANBALE REPORTS FROM THE 
UNITED NATIONS: 

- THE BITTER RESIDUE OF THE VIETNAM WAR IS SEEN AS 
SEETING A IARRING TONE FOR NEXT WEEK'S OPENING OF THE 1976 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION. 

- THE CONFLICTING STATEMENTS AND RECRIMINATIONS OF THE 
LAST FEW DAYS INDICATE THAT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE U.S. 
AND VIETNAMESE POSITIONS REMAIN WIDE MORE THAN THREE YEARS 
AFTER THE SIGNING OF THE PARIS PEACE AGREEMENTS. 

- FOR INSTANCE, THE U.S. HAD WANTED TO KEEP SECRET ITS 
CONTACTS WITH THE HANOI GOVERNMENT AIMED AT NEGOTIATIONS TO 
EVENTUALLY NORMALIZE RELATIONS. (IN PARTICULAR, WASHINGTON 
HAD WISHED TO RESOLVE THE HIGHLY EMOTIONAL AND POLITICALLY 
SENSITIVE ISSUE OF THE 2,500 AMERICANS STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR 
AND PRESUMED KILLED OR MISSING IN ACTION DURING THE WAR.) 

BUT THE VIETNAMESE PUBLICLY DISCLOSED THOSE CONTACTS SEPT. 

13. 
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- THE VIETNAMESE INSIST THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO CON- 
NECTION WHATEVER BETWEEN THE MISSING IN ACTION (MIA) QUESTIO 
AND UN MEMBERSHIP. THE BARGAIN THEY SAY OPENLY THAT THEY 
WOULD LIKE TO STRIKE WOULD BE BASED ON THE PARIS AGREEMENTS; 
INFORMATION ON MIAS (ARTICLE 8B) IN EXCHANGE FOR U.S. RECON- 
STRUCTION AID (ARTICLE 21). THE VIETNAMESE CLAIM THAT THEN 
PRESIDENT NIXON PROMISED THEM MORE THAN $3 BILLION IN 
RECONSTRUCTION AID. 

- THE AMERICANS RESPOND THAT, FOLLOWING NORTH VIETNAM'S 
MILITARY TAKE-OVER OF THE SOUTH, THE PARIS AGREEMENTS "ARE 
DEAD." THERE IS NO QUESTION OF TRADING MIA INFORMATION FOR 
AID. THEY SAY; THE ONE IS A HUMANITARIAN ISSUE THE OTHER A 
SUBSTANTIVE MATTER FOR SEPARATE NEGOTIATION. 

ROBINSON 
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